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NORTHERN NEON LIGHTS SHINES BRIGHT
WITH HSBC SUPPORT

Northern Neon Lights Ltd, a company that started life by making signs for the
Blackpool Pleasure Beach and the Blackpool Tower Company over 50 years ago,
has secured a £525,000 finance package from HSBC to invest in new equipment.

The Blackpool-based company has acquired a new state-of-the-art fibre laser cutting
machine, which will allow it to broaden its product offering to customers. The new
machine brings its range of laser cutting machines to five and enables the firm to
work with material such as copper, brass and nickel, which they could not do on
existing machines.
Northern Neon Lights secured the finance from HSBC’s Lancashire and Cumbria
Commercial Centre in a deal managed by Commercial Manager Laura Moir. The
funding has been allocated from HSBC’s £100 million SME fund for businesses
from Lancashire and Cumbria, which is part of a wider £500 million fund for the
North West.

Northern Neon Lights is a third generation firm that was formed in 1958 by Herbert
Cockerill. The business is now run by Herbert’s son Stephen and Stephen’s nephew
Robert, along with Managing Director Jonathan Thompson.
Sign making now represents only 20% of the business’s activities, with the
remainder focused on fabrication and laser cutting. The company employs 30
people and generates a turnover of £2.7 million a year.
Director Stephen Cockerill said: “The business has evolved over the years and laser
cutting and fabrication are now our main business areas. We wanted to make this
investment to meet the increased levels of business we are experiencing, and also to
widen the range of services we can offer to existing and potential customers. We
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have a long history with HSBC as we used to manufacture the signs for the old
Midlands Bank, so it was fitting that the bank should support this expansion.”

Jason Gledhill, HSBC Lancashire and Cumbria Area Commercial Director, added:
“Northern Neon Lights is a well-established business that has adapted and evolved
with its customer base. It is typical of the ambitious, growing businesses we are
currently speaking to that are taking advantage of opportunities to expand.”
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Notes to Editors:

The HSBC Group
HSBC Holdings plc, the parent company of the HSBC Group, is headquartered in
London. The Group serves customers worldwide from around 6,600 offices in 80
countries and territories in Europe, Hong Kong, Rest of Asia-Pacific, North and
Latin America, and the Middle East and North Africa. With assets of US$2,723bn at
30 September 2013, the HSBC Group is one of the world’s largest banking and
financial services organisations.

HSBC Commercial Banking
For nearly 150 years we have been where the growth is, connecting customers to
opportunities. Today, HSBC Commercial Banking serves businesses ranging from
small enterprises to large multinationals in over 60 developed and faster-growing
markets around the world. Whether it is working capital, trade finance or payments
and cash management solutions, we provide the tools and expertise that businesses
need to thrive. With a network covering three quarters of global commerce, we
make HSBC the world’s leading international trade and business bank.
For more information see www.hsbc.com/1/2/business-and-commercial

